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REPOR'r
OF

THE GOVERNOR OF ALASKA.

DISTRICT OF ALASKA, EXEOUTIVE 0FFIOE,

Sitka, October 1, 1889.
SIR: In compliance with the requirements of section 2 of the act of
Congress entitled " An act providing a civil government for Alaska,"
approved May 17, 1884, I have the honor to submit the" annual report
of my official acts and doings, and of the condition of the District of
Alaska, with reference to its resources, industries, population,. ~nd the
administration of the civil government thereof," for the year ending
June 30, 1889.
Acting under the commission of the President, dated the 13th day of
.April, 1889, I took the oath of office as governor of the District of
.Alaska on the 25th day of the same month. On the expiration of a
short leave of absence, granted by the Secretary of the Interior, I proceeded with all possible dispatch to the post of my duty, arriving within the Territory on the 1st day of June, 1889, and have here remained since that time.
Immediately upon my arrival I proceeded to make such investigations into the condition of things within the Territory as was possible
with the limited means of communication afforded.
I inspected such towns, villages, and business enterprises, including
manufactories, mills, mines, canneries, and .fisheries as were within my
reach~ all in that part of the Territory known as southeastern .Alaska,
and inquired into the working of the governmental machinery and the
efficiency of the officers and employes, investigated the work of the
courts of justice and the enforcement of the laws, and took such measures as were found practicable to pursue my inquiries into the climatic
and agricultural conditions, the mineral resourceR, and the most pressing needs of the Territory for the protection of its people in the pursuit
of their various industries and occupations, for the elevation and civilization of the natives., for the promotion of efficiency in the conduct of
its affairs, and for the highest development of its immense and varied
re8ources.
One of the first of the many perplexing problems presented to me
in the discharge of my official duties here was the question of how to
meet the rapidly increasing demand for more couvenient facilities for
taking oaths required by law, in th~ transaction of busiuess, and in the
discharge of official duties, and especially for faeilitating the au.minis.
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lisbment of a large number of mills, canneries, manufacturing and
mining enterprises during the last _year, I am unable
estimate the white population, other than creoles, at a higher figure than 3,500.
These people, who are mostly engaged in trading, fishing, and mining
operations, are not generally permanently located, and never wil! be
while, by operation of law, they can not acquire titles to the land tney
occupy an<l improve. And while, in the nature of things and by the
compulsion of their legal status, they are almost transients, they do not
compare unfavorably with the residents of the States and older Territories as peaceable, law-abiding citizens. Chinese laborers, to the number of five hundred or more, are employed at the canneries · and elsewhere, during the summer season, returning, for the most part, to the
States for the winter.
~
The Hydalls and Tblinkets of southeastern Alaska, the Eskimos residing along the coast from Cook's Inlet to Uopper River, and the 'Aleuts
live in comfortable frame or log houses, introdn~ing year by year more
and more of the comforts of civilized life into their habitations, and
thPy may be considered as on the road to civilization; and in the vicinity of the school.s and missions many of the younger people can talk
English and are learning to read and write. The great body of the
Eskimos of the Arctic region, the Tinnehs· of the Upper Yukon, and the
Eskimosofthecoast ofBehringSealiveinloghuts partially underground.
They have made less advancement in civilization than the lower coast
tribes. Ou the whole, my observations and information from reliable
sources lea<l me to these conclusions, viz: That prevjous to 1879, with .
oue or two limited exceptions, the efforts to- educate, civilize, and elevate tbe u:1tives of this 'l'erritory were fitful, unsystematic, and unfruitful; ti.lat from small beginnings the work has increased and improved
iu methods and efficiency. until, wW1 our Government schooh,, mission
work of the ~·a,rions religious denominations, and contact with the better classes of white people, the influences for goo<l are becoming more
effective; that when we consider the degradation into which these
people bad fallen, and the influences of a degradiug character to.which
tbey were subjected <luring the early years of their contact with wllite
people, and the lack of systematic efforts to ameliorate their condition
until so recent a date, their progress upward must be considered quit~
as great as could be expected.

to

TA~ABLE PROPERTY.

When it is consideretl that tl1e income derived by the General Governm~nt from the terri~ory of Alaska is obtained wholJy by special
taxation, rentals, royaltrns, sales, etc., and that we have no complete
local or civil government, and consequently no enrollment or assessment laws, a sta~ement that there is no means of determining the
actual amount of taxable property witliin the Territory. is scarcely
necessary, and I shall consider the few suggestions I am able to make
upon the subject a sufficient compliance with the request of the Secretary of the Interior for a report upon this topic .
. ~he value of a11 the real estate, except mines and mills, of which in<hv1duals or corporations have titles, within the Territory, does not,
probably, exceed $15,000, there being onl.v twenty-one fee-simple titles
originally given to its employes hy the Ru8sian-American Company,
and afterwards confirmed by the protocol executed by tllc commissioners of Russia and the United States at the time of the transfer in 1867.
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On the 30th <lay of June, 1889, only eight patents for mining claims
and one for mill-site had beeu filecl h1 the office of the recorder; and
the value of these properties, most of which are, as yet, undeveloped,
is too uncertain to make them the basis of a ver,y bigh estimate of taxable values. Hence, we may safely assert that the taxable property of
Alaska, whatever else is true of it, is essentially of a personal nature.
The aggregate of expenditures in the establishment and development
of the various industries of Alaska has, undoubtedly, been very great,
but the results, in the form of an accumulation of property in sight
and taxable, are small indeed. A large proportion of the business enterprises are carried on by foreign corporations, and the pro<lncts of
their business are shipped immediately to market or storecl in the
States. Ilence, the amount of taxable property in connection with
these establishments is very small. For similar reasons, there is very
little money or choses in action in connection with these business enterprises which can be claimed to be assessable as taxable property
within the Territory. These corporations are represented here only by
agents who have little or no interest in the business they represent, except that of their agency, and who, presumably, are not possessed of a
superabundance of this world's goods, while the men who receive the
income as owners or stockholders are non-resident. We must therefore look elsewhere than here for most of the taxable property of the
Territory.
It will scarcely be claimed that any considerable amount of taxable
e tate can be found among the natives. Their houses, though comfortably warm, and perhaps sufficient for their simple requirements, have
no very great commercial or taxable value, and their other property in
sight con i t mainly in their canoes, blankets, dogs, furniture, and
tool .
The white population of the towns consists, for the most part, of
traders, miner , arti ans, and laborers, comparatively few of whom
have accumulated any considerable amount of wealth. Uesiues, these
accumulations, in ca e where there are Emch, are largely in-vested in
(loubtful mining claim , improvements upon land to which they have no
title and can have none, aud In<lian curios, whose value is too fictitious
aud uncert, in fore timate urnler this head. Some, undoubtedly, very
wi ly tran 'fer their urplu fund to some other jurisdiction, where
the law do not so cru ' hingly di crimioate against thrift and economy.
'Iaking all th :e matters into con ideration, it would seem that an
e imate of 5,0 0,000, as the value ot tlie taxable property in the Territory, would l>.c too lligh rather than too low.
But th e notorioa fact , and the iuevitable conclusions as to the
ma1lne ' of the valu of tlrn taxable property in the Territory, should
n l ad t unwarranted conclu ions as to the resources and value of
th c uutry, nor in r gard to it 0 capability of affording an income snfflci nt fi r g vernmental purpo e .
Th nativ
f Ala ka, unlike the Indian of tbe plains, are selfupp rting. The United State r aliz an aunual income of $317,500
from it c ntr, ct with th Ala 'lrn Oomm rcial Company alone, besides
m thing fr m th r ource . The annual appropriations for the support of the cidl go, rum nt amount to 37,350, and the schools are
, 11 wed t u ·e from .r, 0 to , 50,000 more, according to the eco11 mical i 1 ,
f ea h particular Oongre . An<l whether the other department 1 or do not quit pa th.eir way, there is a handsome net
profit to the credit of the Territory.

TERRITORY 01? ALASKA.
SETTLEMENT OF THE PUBLIC LANDS,

Every mail brings to the officers of tlie civil _g<;>ve~nment _letters of
inquiry from residents of the States and older Teu~tories, askmg about
the public lands and by wh~t method of proced_ure bo°:a-fi~e settle-rs
can obtain titles from the Umted States to lands m the d1str1et. Other
indications are not wanting to prove that the attention of a great many
people has been attracted toward Alaska as a 1>lace of permanent residence, and one of the duties of the executive, during the last year, has
been to correct false impressions as to existing conditions, which might
have led to disappointment and serious loss if those desirous of coming
here with stock and agricultural implements, prepared for extensive
operations in cultivating the soil, had not received timely warning as
to the true situation of affairs.
As a matter of course, these inquirers were informed that, under exi~ting laws, no le.gal titles to land, except mineral lands for mining purposes, can be secured by any process whatever; that every resident
who erects a shanty to protect himself and bis family from the storms
of winter in this northern latitude is a trespasser and liable to be ejected
by legal process; that the cutting of a walking stick, or the gathering
of wood sufficient to boil his coffee, is a breach of the law which must
be ignored by officers sworn to fait~fully execute it;- that one who comes
iuto the Territory to live must take his chances with every other resident, recognizing the fact that in places remote from the centers, though
in tJ.ie midst of savage tribes, communication with the authorities is impossible, except at rare intervals; and when informed of trouble needing immediate attention, the civil government lacks facilities for serving
processes or affordiug protection, so that long delays in execution constitute the rule rather than the exception.
If these conditions were unavoidable, it would be out of place and
untimely to speak of them here. But they do not have their origin
nor do they in any way depend upon the local situation. I do not for
a moment suppose there is any lack of intelligent interest in this outlying province on the part of Congress. I know the learned gentlemen
composing that body desire to promote its interests, protect its people,
and in every way faithfully discharge the trusts devolving upon them
by the treaty of cession to the United States in 1867.
And yet the fact remains that after twenty-two years of our occupatiou, though there has come to be within the Territory a large population, natives as well as whites, who desire to reside in permanent homes,
there is, with the exception of twenty-one Russian titles acquired before
the treaty, absolutely no home within the Territory, except the precarious one of the squatter, who is liable to lose the fruits of all his labor
in establishing it, by a brief absence, if indeed the General Government .
itself does not some time hereafter conclude that this particular selection is needed for a reserrntion. The situation, certainly, is not
encouraging for the erection of first-class houses, nor for the expensive
processes of preparing land for cultivation, nor for the development of
the resources of the country generally. The policy of neglect heretofo1·e
prevailing, however unintentional, has been entirelv effectual for the
prevention of progress and development in the past, and, if persisted
m, must be equally potent to bar future progress in the direction of
permanent improvements.
,
It is not claimed that there should be a general extension of the land
laws as they are in force elsewhere to the Territory of Alaska. Its jmpossib1e conditions forbid that. In fact only a small proportion of the
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Territory can be profitably used for settlement and cultivation. In
soutlieastern Alaska there are numerous comparatively level areas of
.. land at the mouths Qf the short, swift streams coming down from the
mountain~, and larger tracts of arable land upon the islands to the
westward and in the valleys of the Yukon and its branches which might
be profitably cultivated or used for meadows, while many of the hillsides cquld be utilized for pasturage. A.ncl while the chief industries
of the Territory won1d still remain as now, perhaps-fishing mining,
lumbering, etc.-if these arable areas were utilized to supply much
needed agricultural and dairy products for the local markets, and attractive homes, with tlle luxuries of vegetable gardens attached, could
be built and enjoyed without the menace of possible loss by the accident of temporary absence or otherwise, an impetus woul<l be given to
every industry of the Territory, and the shanty and fast-decaying log
house would speedily disappear and be replaced by thrifty-looking, com•
fortable liouses, occupied IJy natives as well as whitet=.
It is true the habits and education of the natives have nevtr led them
in the direction of cultivation of the soil. But they have strong attachments to localities. They are quite industrious. They have even
stronger desires than the whites to acquire property. With all the unfavorable conditions of the present., they have permanent habitations
to which they return in winter, after their summer work is done. And
we may reasonably believe that, with proper inducements of protection,
encouragement and education, and especially with the stimulns of example from the whites, for they are good imitators, they would M>on
learn to extend their spaces and build better houses and have cultivated fields attached.
It will be readily seen that I am strongly of the opinion that Congress
• ought to afford relief from these difficulties by legislation. The townsite law, as now in force elsewhere, with certain modifications adapting it to the peculiar conditions of this Territory, would reach and remedy a large number of cases of real hardship. The details of what
ought to be included in an act extending it to Alaska ~ill readily suggest themselves to any person taking the trouble to study the subject.
A law giving some method of acquiring 'homesteads and fields for cultivation, outside of towns, where the land is suitable, either by pre-emption or otherwise, and especially giving them to the natives without
purchase, upon certain couditions of cultivation, would seem only just,
and it would do much toward placing this territory in a condition of
substantial progress and permanency of improvement. For these farms
it seems to me tl.Jat J mlge Keatley's idea of limiting the amount for
each individual to 20 acres is wise and reasonable.
FOR,ESTS AND THE PRODUCTION OF LUMBER.

There are immense forests of timber and wood in Alaska, consisting
mainly of spruce, llemlock, and red cedar, with occasional ,pat~hes of
yellow cedar, al<ler, an<l other woods, much of which is of excellent quality for economic purposes, aud considerable of it readily accessible and
easily transported to mill and market. There are also ample mill facilities for its manufacture into lumber, at least for the present demand,
though that <lemancl lrns Yery much increased within t!Je last few years
by reason of tlrn multiplication of business enterprises in the Territory,
an<l. the necessity for places of residence for those doing business here,
and their laborers, however temporary their sojourn.

TERRITORY OF ALASKA.

225

From thP best informa.tion I can obtain at this writing, I believe
t.bere are now eleven mills, a list of which I append hereto, in condition
for operation, or only temporarily disabled, all but one of which are in
southeastern Alaska. Some of these mills have the capacity for manufacturing a large amount oflnml>er. There are also other mills in contemplation,_several of which, to my personal knowledge, are full~ determined upon. None of these mills are domg full work, and I beheve all
shut down entirely during the larger portion of the year, while a few
have not been in operation at all for some time past. The lumber produced, it is believed, has all been used for local purposes, none being
1 ·.arried out of the Territory.
A little of it has been manufactured into boxes and cases for the products of the other business enterprises, and in this modified form, perhaps, carried beyond the limits of the district.
But while the forests, next to the water, coustit.ute the most prominent feature of the country, and while they are filled with timber of the
finest quality, and furnish lumber equal, if not superior, to anything imported into the district, it is a noteworthy fact that a considerable portion, perhaps the larger portiou, of the lumber used here, especially for
building_purposes, is brought iu from other jurisdictions, and prices are
regulated by the market prices in Oregon and Washington Territory,
adding thereto the tremendous freight bills of a transportation company
which has no competition.
I have already barely alluded to the embarrassment caused by the
timber law which allows no white person to lawfully use wood and timber from the public lan<ls, even for domestic. or other local purposes.
If there were any provision for acquiring titles to land by purchase the
situation would not be quite so serious; because then the lumber manufacturer might purchase timber lands and carry on his1msiness within
the pale of law, and at least have a feelfng of self-respect and a sense
of safety which be can not have when he knows he is subject to penalties of a broken law and is ('. ependent upon the possible caprices of official favor. .A.s the matter now stands all the land belongs to the
.Government, and it is inalienable under existing laws. Then penalties
are prescribed for using the wood and timber. It is trne the Land Office
seeks by official interpretation to avoi<l the unreasonable and severe
consequences of strict compliance with the law, and, in fact, no prosecution has been brought against parties using timber and wood for
lo<·al purposes .
. But this judicious and wise action of the Commissioner does not remedy all the unfortunate effects of the legal status. There is an uncertainty as to what may happen hereafter, especially if personal hostilities or jealousies should be aroused, which rests like an incubus upon
all enterprises for the production of lumber, and which far more than
counterbalances any restraining e.fl'ect .which would result from areasonable stumpage_price for the timber, by which a large income might
accrue to the Government.
These facts seem to warrant the following conclusions, to wit :
First, the lumber interests of the 'l'erritory, in the present condition of
affr1irs, are far from satisfactory to any one concerned. The Government
can scarcely be content to have its forests denuded of their valuable timbt1r without compensation or profit. The manufacturer can not be satisfied to have his investment prove profitless through the uncertainties
as to prosecution for violations of the law and limitations of bis market
on ac<·ount of the waut of titles to the land upon which improvements
*ould be mndc. Those u~ing the lumber naturalJy complain because
INT 89-VOL I I I --15
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of the unreasonable prices and the embarrassments arising from interruptions of the supply, which result as a matter of course from the unfortunate complieation of affairs.
Secondly, tw.o very simple modifications of the laws, suggested in the
foregoing remarks, would result in giving to the Government its rightful compensation and income, make these manufacturing enterprises,
and many more like them, first-class, paying business enterprises, bring
.into the 'ferritory a desirable class of busy, thrifty settlers, who would
come to make permanent homes, translate our now dilapidated villages
into beautiful towns, full of neat, attractive, comfortable houses, fill
the country with stock, and affor.d ample supplies of dairy prodnots,
build wagon-roa<ls along our water-courses and through the mountains,
take the water for domestic use to the consumer by means of water
pipes, instead of having it brought in demijohns and in hand-carts, and ,
infuse new life and thrift into all our industries, and have a tendency to
make this land the paradise it is sometimes thought to be, but is not, as
a place of residence.
The saw-mills in Alaska are as follows, viz:
(1) At Metlahkahtla, or Port Chester, steam mill, Mr. William Duncan's.
.
(2) At or near Howkan, steam mill, Presbyterian Mission.
(3) At Klawak, steam mill, Mr. Wadleigh, superintendent.
(4) At Klawak, water-power, Salmon Packing Company.
(5) At Chican, water-power, Mr. Sprague.
(6) At Fort Wrangel, steam mill, Wilson & Sylvester.
(7) At tTuneau, or Sh.eep Creek, water-power; lVIr. Depue.
(8) At Douglas Island, steam mill, Alaska Mill and Mining Company.
(9) At Sitka, steam mill, Brady & Doran.
(10) At Sitka, water power, Mr. Haltern.
(11) At about 5 miles from Silver Bay, water-power, Little Mountain
Mining Company.
COMMERCE.

The exports of Alaska consist, for the most pa.rt, of fur:s, ivory, berries, Indian curiosities, and the products of her fisheries and mines.
The imports are goods of all kinds for trade with the natives, coal, lumber, machinery, and otller articles required in the mining a,nd other indu trial enterprises pf tbe Territory, and ~mpplies for the people generally. The fur trade is a very important one, and the seal fur being the
mo t extensive, comes .first in the enumeration. Then the ~ma-otter, on
account of its great value. The other fur-bearing animals found in
Ala ka in ufficient numbers to have their furs take position among the.
a.rticles of export, are se'7eral grades of wolf, white, blue, and silver.
gray foxe , black, brown, and cinnamon bears, mink, marten, wolverine,
lynx, hair eal ', and deer. Cran berries of superior-flavor grow abundantly without cultivation or care, and they llave come to be an article
of xport, to a limited extent. The demand for them in market justifie the conclu ion that their cultivation would. become a profitable indu try. One firm in Sitka, the present season, shipped some 2,000 gallon to San Franci co. Indian curio., ities and bric-a-brac, called in
common parlance ·u1·io , are sold in great numbers to tourists and
oth ra, and their manufacture affords a profitable employment for the
nativ during th dull ea. on of the year. The amount of cannec1 salm u hipped from the Tt•rritory i Pnormons, and the shipment during
the year ending June 30 last was mu ch greater thau e,·er before.
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The other shipments of fishery produ_cts incl~ded cons!derable quantities of smoked salted and fresh halibut, dried and pickled cod, and
fish-oil. Ther~ was, ~ndoubtedly, a considerable increase last 1ear - in.
the production of gol<l, silver, and lead, the exact amount of whrnh I am
unable to give.
.
.
.
The following estimates of the value of exports durmg the year which
this report is designed to cover were made by Collector Pracht, who_has
had exceptionally good opportunities for arriving at correct conclusions
in regard to them:
Fish oil boue and ivory .•........••...•••..•.•......••..••...•..••.... $3, 225,-000
Fur;_ .. ~ ..... ~.... . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 750, 000
Gold (bullion ore, and dust) .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . 2, 000~ 000
Silver -..... : . • . . • . . . . . . . • . • . . . . • . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . . . . • • . .. . • • . . . . . 50,000

TGtal ..• _•...••••••••••..••.•..• _••.••••.•••••..•• _•...•.•...• _. • . 7, 025, 000

The amount of exports not included in the above is -not large, and
there is very little data upon which to base an estimate of it.
.AGRICULTURE AND STOCK RAISING.

Scarcely any progress was made during the last year in the develop~
ment of the agricultural resources of · this Territory, which is not a
matter of surprise, considering the impossible conditions of -which ·-1
shall hereafter speak. In fact, very little has been done in that direc·
tion, even in tbe way of systematic experiment, since the discovery of
Alaska, more than a century and a, half ago. The native people had
never, in any sense, been an agricultural or pastoral 'people. During
the whole of the Russian occupation the possibility of agricultural
pursuits within the Territory was, apparently, never contemplated,
and the Russian idea that it was worthless for the Pl!rposes of the
cultivation of the soil seems to have been transferred to the American
purchaser.s with the transfer of the possession. Since that time, all,
or nearly all, of the persons coming here, for residence or business, have
evidently come for other purposes, and have had neither time nor inclination to expend the energy or the money necessary to clear the
land of the heavy timber growths and remove the accumulations of
the debris which, by reason of its slow decay and its intermixture with
the gnarled roots of living tree~, has become a formidable barrier to
progress in the preparation of the soil for the reception of seed or the
growth of grasses. Hence there are no broad acres of meadow, no
fields of waving gi:ain, no barns, granaries, or sheep-sheds, no agricultural implements or machinery, no pract,ical farmers or dairymen. The
few natural meadows and grass plats are innocent of the plow and mowing machine. Only a few horses, mules, hogs, hens, and cattle are seen
feeding and fattening about the little villages and roaming at will upon
the public lands, though pasturage costs nothing and the winter feeding only lasts for two or three months.
·
This may be said to be a brief summary of the present situation:
Now, the question arises, Is this condition of things a necessary ·one 7
Is there nothing better to which we may hope to attain at an early day 7
Ought we to rest contented with it¥ Should the National Government
take steps to fost_e r these industries, or is there too little encouragement
of success f
·
. ,
It must be conceded that the larger part of the Territory is unsuitable
for farms. It must be admitted that rules applicable to other portions
of the public doinaiu are inapplicable here, even to those portions susceptible to cultivation.
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In this consi~eration,. we ma.:r as well, perhaps, lay out of the account
all that part of the Territory lymg north of the .A.retie Circle as too cold
for successful agricultural pursuits, though I assert nothing in regard .
to its possi~ilities for cattle raising. So, also, the value of the Upper
Yuko~, wh!ch belongs mos_tly to a f?reignjurisdiction, can find no proper
place m this report. My mformation in regard to the mainland north
o_f the Alaskan Range of mountains, including the alleged broadand fertile valleys of the Yukon, Kuskoquim, and Nushagak Rivers is incomplete and somewhat uncertain; but such as it is, it tends to 'show that
there are large sections of comparatively level land, especially the bottom lands, which might be utilized for farming operations, and especially
for raising stock. This matter is, however, a subject for investigation
rather than report, and my facilities for such investigation forbid it, for
the present, at least.
Southeastern Alaska, the Aleutian, Shumagin, and Kodiak Islands,
the peninsulas of Aliaska and Kenai, and the coast section between
Cook's Inlet and Yakutat Bay, are much broken and mountainous, with
only comparatively small sections of arable land. It may be that onetenth part of the surface is a sufficiently large estimate for the land
that can be profitably cultivated. The island area of this Territory is
about 31,000 square miles, and the coast section of the mainland, having similar conditions, contains not less than 19,000 square miles. Taking an estimate of one-tenth as the amount of arable land, we have an
aggregate of land suitable for cultivation as large as the State of Connecticut, and twice the size of Delaware, and it can not be considered
as entirely insignificant.
The climatic conditions through these several sections of country,
while they vary to some extent, are sufficiently alike to be discussed
together. A warm ocean current from the soutbweist strikes the coast
and flows along the whole extent, modifying the heat and cold so that
the summers are uniformly cool and wet, aud the winters unifor,:nly
mild. In summer the thermometer seldom indicates higher than 70°, .
and in winter the mercury scarcely ever falls to zero. Theory suggests,
and actual experiment and observation through a great number of
years proves conclusively, that the portion of the land which may be
cultivated has a rich, fertile soil, covered with a deep vP.getable mold,
ri,nd that vegetables, like cauliflower, lettuce, cabbage, celery, pease, and
root crops, including potatoes, beets, carrots, turnips, and radishes, etc.,
and all the small fruits, like currants and berries, will grow luxuriantly,
mature with certainty, and produce abundant crops for the harvest.
I have already referred to the native cranberry, which is so abundant
without cultivation as to be an article of export, and which, with
proper culture, might become an important produc~ for the markets of
the world. I have no doubt but that apples of hardy varieties, and
plums, might be raised without difficulty.
N"o sufficient experiments have been tried with grains; but the inference is that there is too much wet weather for wheat, and too little
warm weather for corn. Oats have been grown to maturity with: Satisfactory results, but their culture has only reached the stage of initial
experiment.
Gras es of all kinds grow luxuriantly, wherever the sun can penetrate through the thick tirn ber and brush to the ground.
Wild gra ses fringe ever,y shore and develop in fangled masses upon
every open plat of ground in the forest. Here and there, all about the
settlements, may be seen patches of timothy, red top; Kentucky bluejoint, and other grasses recognized as desirable for cultivation, and
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these grasses matnre and seed as perfectly as in lower latitudes. O_ne
difficulty has been su~gested, and I rec?g:ni~e it a:s real, but not msuperable, that is, durmg many seasons_1t 1s unp~ss1ble to cure ha_y by
the drying process usually resorted _to m P!eparmg fodder for wmter _
use. It is said that the expense of 1mportmg hay from the States to
feed cows during the two or three months in which they need to be fed
will reduce the profits of a dairy during the rest of the year to ~ nullity. But I believe the preparation of _fodde! in the form_ of ensila_ge,
which does not require the aid of sunshme, will do away with that difficulty. With the limitations to su~cess ~hi~ll m_ust exist in a ?om~try
like this where only a small port10n of 1t 1s smtable for cult1vat10n,
and wh~ro the climatic conditions prevent general farming, and where
the expense of preparing the land is so great, we can not expect ~apid
development, nor that it will ever attain the highest rank as an agricultural country.
.
.
And yet we should not make the mistake of supposmg that agricultural pursuits are impossible, or that -iyool-growing, cattle-raising, and
the keeping of dairies must necessarily be unprofitable. I believe I am
justified in the conclusion that speciaJ farming and the manufacture of
dairy products, at least for the local demand, wiir eventually become
important business enterprises in Alaska. With the development of
her mining and manufacturing interests, which are already recognized
as important, and giving even greater promise for the future; with her
fisheries, the products of which, when developed, will undoubtedly
prove more valuable than those of all the rest of ·the United States, and
her fur trade, which yields a greater revenue than that of any other
country of its size in the worl<l, there must of necessity grow up towns
and villages, all along up and down our extended coast line, greater and
more numerous than we now have, which must be supplied with just
such commodities as we have seen can be readily produced.
If, then, our observations have been carefully made, and our conclusions are warranted by the premises, why is it that the land suitable
for agriculture and stock-raising still remains covered with the primitive
forest, and that there is no perceptible progress in agricultural pursuits
from year to year! 11'or those who are awaie ·of the fact that it is utterly impossible under existing laws to acquire titles to lands, other
than mineral lands, within the Territory, there is no need of further
answer. There are, undoubtedly, other causes, some of which have
been alluded to, helping to influence and bring about the ,results we
have been compelled to report. But alone they would be as a feather's
weight. There are p~enty of men who have the courage and the faith
to battle with the elements of uncertainty as to pl'Oduction and markets
and who would be willing to make tho experiments necessary to test
the kind of crops desirable to raise and the methods of cultivation suitable to our peculiar climate and soil, and would grapple with the knotty
problems of reduction, if these difficulties stood alone, and their pluck
and ene!g:Y would challenge our admiration. But if any man were
fo~nd. w1ll~ng to u~dertake t~~se difficulties, and submit to the hardships mev1table, with the add1t10nal discouragements and dangers in~id~n~ to the legal impossibility of securing a title to the land upon which
his improvements are made, we should rightly conclu<le that there was
some defect in his judgment, if we did not bluntly call him a fool .
. Whatever re~sons may have previously existed for delay in apply.
mg the reme<lies of legislation to these unfortunate conditions I am
sure t~e~e c~n be no good reason why Congress should not now ~fford
the relief which that body alone can give; and the people of Alaaka are
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united in praying that the matter may be laid before them with executive recommendation to early action.
•
·
LABOR SUPPLY.

Th~ conditions of the demand aJ).d supply of labor i-p Alaska are,
,Pe~haps, somewhat different from those of any other State or Territory,
owmg to the large number of natLves who, while they belong to the
laboring class, are still quite . independent of capital and employers.
Here, as elsewhere, and, perhaps, more than elsewhere, this puzzling
economic question is far from being solved; and yet it does not appear
that any very serious difficulty has been experienced during the past
year, either by employer or ernploye.
The natives, as a rule, are open to engagement for employment during the summer, and, to some extent, during the winter. Under favorable conditions it is conceded that they are excellent help, industrious
and quick to learn. Some of the mining and manufacturing companies
employ them in preference to any others; others COII)plain of their
u~ter unreliability; so tb{l,t we are compelled to believe that a middle
theory is the correct one, to wit, that while· th~y are generally-good
workmen and reliable, their native instincts and the habits of generations calling them to the water and the w.oods, for fishing and hunting,
often prove too strong for their sense of the obligation of a contract, and
they are liable to leave work just wllen they ar~ most needed. To guard
against this tendency the fishery companies, especially those engaged
in salmon canning, whose work must be done promptly and within a
given time, import a considerable part of their laborers, mostl,y Chinese,
from San Francisco and other points along the Pacific coa_s t, who come
in the spring and return hoi;ne in the fall. These employers complete
their supply of laborers with natives.
At the mines and mills the urgency for the labor at a particular time
is not so great, and the place of one who leaves can be soon suppliecl
by another. Knowing tllis fact the native workman is held to his work
by fear of consequences to himself. There is satisfaction in the consideration that these native laborers are improving in skill and reliability
as they learn American ways and acquire the English language.
White men usually pose as skilled laborers, or at least assume to have
superior intelligence, and demand higher prices; and still very few of
them are idle, except those who are shiftless and will not work. Tbe
demand for labor, however, does not justify wholesale immigration of
laborers. If one h~s a place in readiness for him. by previous contract,
it is safe to come here without capital; otherwise not. Probably auy
considerable addition to the number of those seeking employment here,
in the present condition of things, would compel a reduction of wages by
the competition.
,
Wages may be rated as follows: For the natives $1.25 to $1.50 on
contracts for continuous labor, with an extra price for single days.
White laborers usually command from $2 to $2.50 per day.
EDUCATION.

While it is impossible to report that measure of progress and success
in educational matters within the Territory which is desi!'ed, the responsibility for the lack of success does not rest with the general agent of
education, or the Territorial board, who spared no effort to make the
ilchools efficient and useful to the utmo t of their capabilities. Thirteen
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day schools, wholly supported by the Government, were in session
through the school year, and one, which it was thought was provided
for, failed to materialize on account of the distance and our ,~ant of
means of communication. Those in actual session were, one each at
Howkan, Metlahkahtla, Klawak, Wrangell, Killisnoo, Douglas Island,
Haines, Kodiak, and Afognak~ and two each at Sitka and. J ~neau.
The total enrollment reported in these schools was 1,040 pupils. The
school provided for at Uuga failed by reason of the inability of the
teacher who had been engage<l. to reach the place. At all the schools,
except one of the Sitka and one of the Juneau schools, tbe attendance
was almost wholly native. The aggre.gatc of tlie' salaries paid for the
thirteen schools was about $11,000.
In addition to these public day schools there were four boarding
schools aided by the Government, as follows, viz, at Anvik, Bethel,
Carmel, and Sitka. The school at Anvik, on the Yukon, in connection with the l.!}piscopal mission at that place, though it has not
attained to large size, is apparently doing excellent work. On account
of its gre::i.,t <l.istau.ce awa,y (3,844 miles) from San Francisco, its J)ostoffice, and receiving but one mail a year, its report of attendance du"::fog
the last year IJas not been received. The statement as to Anvik is substantially true as to the school at Bethel, on the Kuskokwim River, in
connection with the Moravian mission at that place.
· Th_e school at Carmel, on the Nushegak River, in connection with the
Moravian mission at that place, reports 25 pupils, and gi:\;es promise
of greater usefulness. The industrial boarding school at Sitka, under
the management of the Presbyterian Board of Missions, had 20 teachers and employes and 170 pupils during the last year. The pupils con-'
sisted of 106 boys and 24 girls. They were instructed in elementary
English studies and the various industries suitable to their condition in
life. For details see Appendix.
The Alaska Commercial Company maintained schools, one each upon
the islands of St. Paul and St. George, from which come good unofficial
reports, both as to the attendance and their efficiency, but no report has
been made by the teacher, or the company, at least, to the Territorial
board. These schools are Government schools only as being included
in the general contract between the Government and the company.
Other mission schools have been maintained in different parts of the
Territory, of which my information is quite limited, and yet enough is
known to render it certain that much is being accomplished outside of
the schools receiving support from the Government. The Russian Governmet?-t, thr~ug~ the medium of the R:u~so-Greek Church, is reported
as havrng °:1a1~tarned sevente~n parochial schools, none of which report
to the Territorial board. It 1s understood that very little English is
taught in them. This is to be regretted, though we can scarcely com·
plain qf it under the circumstances.
There have been four schools in connection with the Roman Catholic
missions, respectively, at Juneau, St. Michael's, Kozyro:ff, near Leatherville, on the Yukon, and at another point further up the Yukon, about
one hundred miles below N nlato. The school at Juneau has been well
atten<l.ed. There are no reliable reports as to the others. The Church
Missionary Society of London, England, has maintained a small school
at Nuklukahyet, on the Yukon River. .l'wo schools have been started
in connection with the missions of the Free Mission Societv of Sweden
one at Unaklaklik, on Norton Sound, and the other· at Yakutat. Th~
latter was quite recently established. A school with 155 pupils has been
in very successful operation during the year, in connection with the
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Presbvterian mis8ion at Hoonah. The homes for native children at
Junea·u and Howkan, respectively in charge of Rev. E. S. Willard and
Mrs. A. R. McFarland, seem to be accomplishing much good. Itis estimated that the number of persons under twenty-one years of age within
the Territory is not less than 12,000, of whorn only about 1,500 are in school.
The Territorial board have utl<lf,rtaken the establishment of three new
schools at Hoonah, Douglas Island, and Ounalaska, and teachers have
been engaged for them, as well as the school at Unga, which was closed
last year. One new school-house was erected last year, for Sitka school
No. 2. The balance of the appropriatio_n for schools for the present
year, after paying the running expenses, has been ordered to be expended in building new school-houses at Douglas Island, Kodiak,
Afognak, and Karluk.
I am fully in accord with Judge Keatley, chairman of the school
board., when be says:
The average attendance at the In<lian schools during the last year has not been
entirely satisfactory. The board has not the general co-operation of the Indian
parents. Time and such influences as were possible to bring to bear on them have
not 'been able yet to overcome their natural indifference to au education for their
children. I deem it of the highest importance that a moderate sum-of money be included in the annual appropriation for schools in Alaska for the payment of a small
monthly salary at each village where there is a school to compel the attendance of
the children.

Native policemen have been successfully employed for that purpose,
and the beueficial result justifies the conclusion that a small sum of
money expended in this way would accomplish more tb&n the same
money expended in any other way.
The general agent of educatio11, in his anuual report, has made certain recommendations to the honorabfo United States Commissioner of
Education, which were- indorsed by the Territorial board, which I
a.ppen<l hereto in appendix. Those recommendations seem to me to be
sound, practical, and important.
MINING AND MINERALS.

There have been filed for record in the Sitka ]and office 16 coal
claim and 28 claims to mineral lands other than coal.
In the Juneau district the number of mineral claims filed for record
i2 303, and there have also been filed 20 water claims and 25 mill-sites
for mining purposes. A few of these claims were adverse a11d must
have been duplicates in the sen e of having more than one claim upon
1.he anrn tract of Janel. The coal claims each cover 160 acres, and the
other mineral claims have onlv 20 acres each. Uf all the claims filed
ouly 8 had been patented on the 30th day of June last. I believe more
pat nt have ioce been received. Meanwhile considerable activity bas
b n manife ted in the mining enterprises with moderately satisfictory
r 'Ult , the mo t exten iYe being in the Juneau district. The ores are
more p cially worked for the gold and silver which they contain, but
· m of th m al o carry lead, zinc, and other minerals, which, when
r <ln e 1 onoruically, may be found in paying quantities. The gold
or ' i Id fr e gold and ulphurets mos'ly, and in many ca es the other
n ineral' h ve be u ntir ly neo-lected and lost. A more economical
tr •atment wbi ·h will ev ntually come into use, -will make some enterllri · pr fit, le hi ·b are 11ot o now.
A nmb r of mill f, r tbe reduction of these free-milling ores and
c nc ntrating the ulphuret have been in operation at Juneau, Doug-
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las Island Sitka, and Berner Bay more or less of the time during the
past year.' The famous Treadwell ~m . with its two h1:11Hlred 3;nd forty
stamps, has run night and day, atfordrng results ent1~ely satisfactory
to the company, so far as can be learned. The oth(~r mills are comparatively small, some of them scarcely more t~an ~xperime!ltal estaolis~ments and their work has been attended with mconvemenc~s and d1fficulti~s, which, of necessity, prevented the satisfactory results which
might otherwise have be.en realized. It is claimed, however, that the
results have proved the value of the ores to be greater than that of the
ore of the Tread well mine, and that :final success is assured. Oa pi tal
will be required, however, to put these mines upon a paying basis, and
until that is secured there can be no extensive operations, and the assurances of working success will remain unconfirmed. Thr.re are some
very promising silver mines whose ores can not, of coµrse, be reduced
here. Considerable quantities of them have been shipped to San Francisco, and, it is said, have proved rich enough to warrant this expenditure. Several of these silver mines are at Sheep's Creek, near Juneau . ..
Several parties have returned from the Yucon placer mining fields, wl10
report limited results owing to floods and high water, stress of weather,
and various accidents.
No definite information as to the results of the season's work in the
interior has been received, but it is evident that patient toil and submission to inevitable deprivations are requisite, there as elsewhere, to
s~cure the wealth which lies buried beneath the soil. One large party
of miners who went into the valley two years ago have not returned,
and it is supposed they went up the Tannah branch and have found
something worth remaining for. The placer mining of southeastern
Alaska, except in a few cases, has been carried on in a desultory, unsatisfactory manner, and, of course, with unsatisfactory results. A
more thorough, i:;ystematic method will sooner exhaust the glacial deposits and drift bearing the gold, but will also prove more profitable
and satisfactory in working. The suspension of work upon the Bear's
Nest mill and tunnel, atDouglas Island, where so much money has been
expended during the past year, is a serious blow to mining interests in
tl.te Territory, not because it proves_anything as to the value of the ores,
or as to the possibility of carrying on mining enterprises successfully,
but because of the sensitiveness of capital, which is so much needed for
the development of the mineral resources of this country. It is evident
that nothin-g is proved as to the value of that mine itself, even.
Of the other minerals, coal is perhaps the most important and promising. Deposits of it have been found in a dozen or more places upon the
islan~s and coasts of southern Alaska and at Cape Lisburne, in the
Arctic. Samples of many of them may be seen on exhibition at Juneau
and Sitka.
The coal fields of the Kenai Peninsula are very extensive, and the
coal l~yers, tllree in number, one above another with layers of clay between, aggregate 15 feet in thickness at the place of the exposure upon
t~e beach. His convenient of access, with a good harbor, and it is estunated that it can be delivered in San Francisco for $3.50 per ton.
Its quality bas been well tested, and pronounced a cannel coal of great
valne. Last year some 73 tons were taken to San Francisco and used
in tes~s and otlierwise. So satisfactory were the results that a large
quantity bas been taken out tllis ~·ear, aud coal claims barn been filed
upon 3,200 acres of land. The location of these claims is about 25 miles
from Port Graham, where the Russiam; formerly mined coal for use in
tl.te Territory .. Steamers finding the need of additional supplies of coal
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have for many years been accustomed to stop and fill up at Coal Harbor, on Unga.Island, though the mine has not been extensively worked,
and but little bas been said of the quality and the facilities for mining
it. A newly discovered coal mine on the Aliaska Peninsula, north of
Unga, situated about a mile and a half from the north shore and 7
miles from the south shore, is exciting considerable attention just now,
but I have too little information to attempt details. At Chiknik Bay,
on the southern shore of Aliaska Peninsula, is a vein of coal which is
worked to a, limited extent. Coal of excellent quality has been found
at Yakutat, but it is doubtful if it can be worked to advantage. The
Cape Lisbnrne coal deposit,, though not regularly worked, is found to
be a great convience to vessels running short while in the Arctic Ocean,
and is frequently resorted to. Coal deposits, for which great merit is
claimed b,y prospectors. ltave been found on SulliYan Island, Admiralty
Island, Kuiu Island, several places on Prine~ 9f' Wales Island, and
various places in the valley of tlle Yukon. Which of them are of value
for commercial purposes, if any of them, or whether all of them may
uot be so, I am unable to state.
So little attention bas been paid to the marble deposits that the·r location has scarGely been noted. It is well known, however, that there
nre numerous out-croppings of limestone and marble, white and colore<l,
samples of which, cut and polished, show superior quality. There
ought, however, to be expert investigation, to judge as to the sound:
uess of the stoue a11d the practibility of profitable development, before
any considerable mouey is expended. Tbe only deposit I have been
able to visit in person is one upon Baranoff Island, opposite Halleck.
1.'his is a white mal'ble, extending- about 300 feet along shore and into
a mountain of serpentine rock. The exposed surface is almost pnre
lime tone, white and slightly crystalline in its structure, and makes an
excellent lime. There are some indications that it is massive and sournl
below the surface.
Native copper and copper ores are found, but how abml'dantly they
exi ti not known. No steps have been taken to ascel'taiu the extent
or value of these deposits.
·
Making due allowance for the e:otbusiasm of prospectors, who are
suppo ed to l>e omewhat vi ionary and over sanguine in their expectation , I am ati fled that there are proofs sufficient to convince the
mo t conservative of the great mineral wealth of Alaska.
FISHERIES.
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much exceed 460,000 cases of four dozen l·pound cans. The following
table affords a comparison with former years:
Year.
1883 ......•.•••••.••..••• ••••••.•.••.
1884 ...••...••• ··•••••••••• ..•..•••••
1885. · ···•• ·····• ....•.............. .
1886 ..•.•••.•• . ••..•••• : ••.•..•••..• .

Total pack

Year.

(cases).

36,000
45,060
74,800
120,700.

1887 .•••••••••••.•••••••••••.••. · • ••
1888 .•••.•.•.•••.•••••••••••.••..••.
1889 ..••••.••••• ·••••• .•••••.••...•.

Total pack
(cases).

190,200
439, 293 ·
'-"460, 000

* Estimated.

Considering the greater number of canneries in operation this re~r
than last, the estimate indicates a falling off in the catch, though 1t 1s
a fact well known that the run of last year was an excel,)tionaUy large
one, and it is not impossible that the late run this year may cause the
statistics to exceed the estimate. There is, however, a warning in the
diminished catch which .s hould be heeded. Several cause~ have been
assigned for the diminution in the product; the most important of these
are the Jateness of the run and a diminution in the number of fish,
caused by overfishing and, especially, barricading the streams s·o that
the fish could not run up to deposit tlleir spawn. It is said that when
deposited in salt-water the spawn is non.productive. A dam was built
some years ago at the mouth of the river, at the Redoubt, a fe~ miles
from Sitka, and now, though the dam has broken away, comparatively
few salmon run up the stream, and the business at that point is ruined.
Perhaps the most striking example of the ill effects of overfishing is
tlle partial exhaustion of the Karluk River, where last year such im.
mense numbers of fish were taken. Captain Killeran, of the schooner
Storey, is reported as saying that he saw "drawn with one llaul of the
seine 31,500 salmon, of an average weight of 9 pounds, aggregating
141 tons of fish.' 7 It is evident that the Karluk Packing Company is
paying the penalty this year. ,
In addition to the canning enterprises probably not less than 8,000
barrels of salted salmon have been shipped from the Territory during
this season, and immense quantities of dried and smoked salmon, as
well as halibut, are prepared by the natives for their winter use. Perhaps 200 pounds for each family is not too large an estimate.
Halibut fishing, for local consumpt.ion, is continued through the year,
and some is shipped fresh, especially in cold weather. Salted halibut
are also sent east in considerable quantities. These fish are abundant
all along our shores and inlets, and the attention of fishermen is beginning to be called to this fishery as a source of possible profit. The
Alaska Export Company, of Sitka, has begun operations, this season,
with gratifying prospects of success, exporting salt smoked halibut ·aone
up in cloth to keep the moisture and flavor from evaporating. A little
balilmt has been canned, but probably not much.
The codfishing industry has not taken on the ·proportions which -t he .
immense banks of cod all along the Fairweather grounds, about Ko.
diak Island, the Shumagin Islands, near Ounalaska, in the Behring Sea,
and in Revilla Gigedo Channel warrants. Three companies only, so
far as I know, have been engaged extensively in this business; these
are all San Francisco firms, and they have confined their operations to
the banks about the Shumagin Islands. They salt their fish in the
hold of their vessels, transport them to San Francisco, and there take
them out and dry and cure them. The dried product for 1889, it is
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n di cu ed to om e ~t nt el ewhere in thi report,
n 1 v ry littl ore n c>d
· itl. It i evid nt that much ignorance exth tr ie c utli ion of the n, ti e people of Alaska. Every
·h,
f ini h found xpr ion, from the extravagant idea that
th•.· ·u lit 1 , if t all, a ove the wild beast of the forest, and less
c c fort ly car d for, to the equally ab urd conclu ion that they are
m u l of xc llen , refinement, and culture. It is possible this great
iver ity ofopinioo i founded upon the well-recognized fact that they do
pr ut gr at contradictions of cllaracter, habit, and condition. They
gen r llJ live in comfortable houses, some of which are tidy and attrac iYe, while other reek with filth and offensive odors. The same
per oo who seem to enjoy the luxuries of a model American home,
sandwich their fish, veni&on, white bread, berries, tea, and coffee with
dried sea-weed and walrus blubber. The wearer of the finest store
clothes will squat upon the floor beside one who wears his blanket and
breech-cloth. T}ley are usually free from thieving habits, but do not
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stumble at falsehood and deception. They become d_evoutly pious, but
swear like pirates. It is not strange that one w~o. sees only one_ side of
their character and condition should form an op1mon of them different
from that entertained by one who has seen onl.Y the other sid.e. There
are those who do not hesitate to impose upon visitors by retailing_yarns _
entirely without foundation for the sake of the sensation, or that these
tales ·should sometimes reach willing ears and be published to the world, .
with additions, as esta~lished facts. .
.
.
.
During the long period of tlle Russian occupation of this Territory
very little effort was made to elevate and change the savage character
of the natives. The association, compelling submission to authority and
the influence of the priests, necessarily wrought some change in their
life and habits. But the chief idea seems to have been to secure as ·
much advantage as possible, regardless of the consequences to the natives themselves. Then followed ten or twelve yef,rs of" no government and military occupation,"under the American flag, which'' brought
nothing but rum and ruin;" I would not assert the absence of good
influences during tllis time, but -there were also by far too many bad
influences. The attention of religious philanthropists wa§ finally called
to the condition of these peopl~, and some twelve years ago the be·g innings of systematic work, though at first comparatively insignificant
and not always well directed, began to develop, and have continued to
improve, until now there are not less than fifteen establishments in the
Territory which we have reason to expect will be centers of valuable,
effective influence for the moral and physical elevation o~ the people,
besides the agency of the Government schools.
Though the improvement of the moral condition of these people
during the last ten years has been marked, and perhaps has been as
great as could be expected under the circumstances, it must be admitted
that they have not yet attained to a state of perfection; and I fear that
those who assert that chastity among them is only a relative term,
could easily point out specific examples to prove their position. Perhaps we should be con tented to observe improvement in their demeanor,
and.have evidence of more enlightened views as to the obligations of
marriage, and recognize more tractable, docile, and friendly dispositions,
and see the evidence of savagery, shamanism, and slavery disappearing
year by year. If not satisfied we should at least seek to discourage
railing at the good influenees because they have not accomplished impossibilities.
The physical condition of these people is in some respects greatly improved, and in others perhaps not.
.
The old tribal relation has generally given way. The" shaman," or
'' witch doctor," has lost his prestige and power ex{'ept in places remote
from tbe customary resorts of the whites. They live in better houses and
have !llore of t,h~ ~~nveniences of: life within them. They generally
dress m a more CI v1hzed and comfortable manner. Their food is more
wholesome and better cooked. Their labor is more intelligent and
effective for their comfort and an improv·ed condition. They are learning the value of money and its uses. If they had the European features
and talked the English language, we should often forget that the race
had so lately been in a condition of barbarism and savagery.
Unfo!tunately, however, tliere is another side to this picture. While
the wh_1te people have taken away their native "medicine men," they
· have given them no better system of remedies for physical diseases.
Chronic aud hereditary diseases are frightfully prevalent. Their habits
of exposure and lack of hygienic knowledge are efficient aids to disease.
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ment officials and barracks for the marines. The court and peniten·
tiary building, known as the '' barracks," is a very good . building for
the purposes for which it is wanted, but sad~:y: in need o! r.epairs, and
the amount estimated by the marshal as reqms1_te to put 1t m tolerable
condition is not too great for the necessities of the case. The other
public buildings are now in the custody of the collector of customs, who
offers, however, the" castle," or hospital, or both, as they may require,
to the Navy Department, for barracks, if these buildings are preferred
as quaders for the marines. It seems to me a reasonable outlay upon
either of these buildings would make them much better and m<Jre suit·
able than the rooms which are now occupied. The custom-house also
needs overhauling to make it safe and comfortable and respectable.
~'be collector's estimate of expense to put it in goo<l condition, $1,313,
seems a reasonable one. The warehouse arnl wharf must be repaired
or serious calamity will soon result. These are now yielding a revenue
by rental of $2,027.75. The building known as the club-house, and two
dwelling houses, used for rental and residences of officials, also need
repairs, and estimates of expenses have been forwarded to the Secretary
of the Treasury.
·
The quarters now occupied by the marines are too small, in wretched
condition, most u11comfortable, poorly ventilated, and in every way
unsuitable. Some better arrangement should be made for their accom·
modation at the earliest possible day.
The public buildings at Wrangell, two in number, are also needing
repairs, but I llavj3 received from the custodian, no estimates of the
amount of money needed. There are also old barracks at Juneau, too
far gone for repairs, and a warehouse at Ounalaska, used for storing
coal, in a condition of dilapidation, but I am unable to speak definitely
in regard to it.
·
There ought to be a new court-house built at Juneau, the principal
town in the Territory, and the center of the mining interests. By far
the greater portion of the litigation in the district court concerns min·
ing property and mining interests. It is thought the term of court to
be held at Juneau next month will require six weeks to go through the
docket. There is no suitable place there for holding court, and the ex.
pense of hiring accommodations is considerable; as poor as they are.
It i.s now necessary to hire offices for the commiRsioner and deputy col.
lcctor of customs, and a room for a lock-up or jail.
.ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

Two terms of the United States district court were held, at which
busi~ess .was transacted, during the year ending June 30, 1889, one at
Juneau, m November, and the other at Sitka, in Februar"°. The crhn.
inal business returnable to this court included 30 indictments two of
wh_ich were for three persons. each, eight of them for the sa~e party
twice, and one of them three times. The offenses, classified, are as fol.
lows:
Furnishing intoxicating liquors to Indians..................................... 13
Landing without permit .............•...................... ·... _.... . • . . • . • • . .
1
Retailing without paying tax...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . • • . . . • . • • . . • . .
3
Larceny ..... _...•........ _........ _. . . . . • • . . . . • • . . . . . . • • • • . •
3
~b~tructincf: pfficers serving warrants ........•..•.......• _......•.••..•••.• ~ •. _ 2
Mu1s~nce( a.nee house)........................................................
1
May em ...•......•. _. __ ..... ___ ....•..••.............•••..........•. __ . __ . . . . 3

4~~~pr teci -~~-rd~r· .. --.... --.....••......•.............. -................. · · · ·

········ ···-···············································
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Nine respondents were tried by jury, of who:n 8 were convicted· 12
judgments were rendered by the court on plea of guilty ; sentences ;ere
passed upon 1_7, sentence being suspended in the other 3 caseR. Three
warrants were not served because the respondents were not found. On
the 1st day of July, 1888, there were pending in the United States district court 18 civil cases, and 52 were commenced during the year. Of.
these 20 were tried, 18 dismissed, and 32 are pending. Of the civil cases
1 is in equity, to abate the nuisance of a 'dance house, and 5 are to ~iect
persons occupying Government lands. In addition to the IPUmber of
cases finally determined in the district court, in term time, the court
disposed of and rendered written opinions, in 69 instan,~es, in habeas
corpus, motions for preliminary injunctions, and other interlocutory matters between September 1, 1888, and June 30, 1889.
In the Sitka commissioners' court, during the year, 4 civil cases and
56 criminal prosecutions were tried. Of the criminal suits, 27 were for
assault and disturbing the public peace, 11 for furnishing liquor to Indians, and 5 for larceny. In the Juneau commissioners' court 15 civil
and 69 criminal cases were tried; of the latter, 9 were for larceny, 46
for assault and disturbing the public peace, 7 for furnishing liquor to
Indians. Of the respondents tried in the latter court, 43 were natives.
There was very Httle business in the Wrangell and Ounalaska commissioners' courts, from whom I have no reports.
A.11 the officers of the district court concur in the opinion that the peculiar condition of this district are such that.the grand jury ought to be
limited to five or seven, with a majority to indict; tuat the challenges
to petit jurors should be cut down; that tl10 list of qualified jurors
should be extended to include men here temporarily on bu in
; that
tbe method of seJecting jurors should be modified aud implifi •d; that
there ought to be additional deputy marshals, and tliat th gov rnor
should be empowered to appoint justices of the peace, con tabl , and
notaries public.
.
.
The judge and district attorney, w~ose _e~p n nc and_ ob ervat1on,
during their term of office, render their opm1011 ?f e 'P cial value, a!e
emphatic in their declarati?ns that the great t h1?(~ranc~ to th~ ra~1d
dispatch of the business of the court and the_ adrnrn1 trat10n of Justice
is the inadequacy of the means of tran portat100, and the great expense
and difficulty of obtaining competent juror . There ought to be provision for transporting the court official , pri on r , witne e , andjurol's
to and from the place of holding court. Thi iH e ential to the administration of the laws in Alaska. There are a great number of native villages situated at a di tance from the mail- teamer route with no access
to them except by canoe. In many in tances it ha been impo sible to
serve proces es for the want of a light-draught ,,e el within the absolute
and immediate control of the civil government without the embarrassment and uncertainty of depending upon the courtesy and convenience
of tho e acting under the order of another department of the Governm ut than tho one upon which the re po11Hibility rests. A vessel of 100
tou capacity, thoroughly built and sea-wortlly, with a wooden bull, filled
with fir t- la m cbinery, adapted to our inland channels, with accommodation f< r twenty totwen y-.fi.ve pas engers, carryingoneortwo3-inch
b r r cb-J_oading gun antl perbap a Gattling gun, would prol:}ably
rve all or mary purpo es of the civil government when there is nounu~ual x it rn t r trouble.
Th nava_l "
l i~1 the e water , though by no means an unimpor!an fa t. r_m pr ·ernng ord r, protecting life and property, and a ·sistmg th c1v1l governm nt in the enforcement of the laws, are not avail-
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able for all the purposes for which transportation is required. They
have never been placed at the disposition of the civil governme_pt to
aid in the service of process, except when they have been obstructed
by some formidable combination. Besides, the light-draught vessel referred to is needed to be in use nearly all the time, and the naval
vessel can not quite take the position of a police-boat or Government
hack. Hence, while I do not think it safe and wise in the present condition of things in Alaska to dispense with the naval vessel, the small~r
vessel is very much needed as an indispensable accessory, not only for
the purposes of efficiency and promptness in the administration of Justice, but also as a matter of economy to the Government.
At the November term of court held at Juneau, all the court officials,
and a large number of witnes~es and jurors, after having incnrred enormous expense in traveling to court from places nearly two hqndred
miles distant, and after the court had finished its business and was ready to adjourn, were obliged to remain, on expense and under pay, for
nearly two weeks longer waiting for transportation.
A warrant was issued, early in the summer, for the arrest' of persons
charged with assault with attempt to kill. That warrant is still in the
hands of the marshal, unserved, after the lapse of about three months,
because 'Hoonah, the village where the offense was committed and
where the respondents reside, is off the line of the mail steamer's route
and the marshal has no means of transportation to the place. It is
scarcely just that the marshal, _or the governor who is charged with the
duty of seeing that the laws are enforced, shall be held responsible for
the failure to execute the laws under these circumstances.
There is another difficulty in the way of an efficient administration
of justice, to which I desire to call your attention here, and that is, the
uncertainty which embarrasses us as to the applicability of the laws of
Oregon to this district, a difficulty which might and should be remedied
at the same time that modifications of the laws recognized as essential
in particular cases are made. Perhaps the best method of' arriving at
the desired results would be by the appointment of a commission, having on it at least one good lawyer who has sustained such relation to
the enforcement of the laws within the Territory as to be well informed
of its peculiar conditions and needs, whose duty it should be to prepare
for the consideration of' Congress a code of laws, simple and short as
possible, but comprehensive enough to cover the present needs of the
district. I recommend this matter to your· especial consideration.
It is noticeable that in the list of offenses for which prosecutions were
brought there is none for violation of the laws prohibiting the sale and
manufacture of intoxicating liquors to others than Indians, while it is
a notorious fact that it is furnished, without restraint pr concealment,
in all the towns where there are white residents. Inquiries as to the
reason elicited the reply that prosecution would be of no avail-that no
jury in Alaska would convict for furnishing intoxicating liquor to white
·people.
·
'

TRANSPORTA'.l'ION .AND MA.IL FACILITIES.

The peculiar physical conformation of Alaska and its great extent of
territory make its conditions of' accessibility exceptional to the general
r:ule of new cou-.~1tries. It has an area of 580,000 square miles and a coast
!me _of 25,000 miles. . It has above eleven h un<lred islands, wit,h the most
rntncate and extensive system of channels and waterways. Its southe:n main!and a1;1d islands are covered with lofty, snow-capped mountains and mtermmable and tangled forests. Its limited areas of agricultlN'.l' 89-voL nr--IG
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ural land are separated from each other by vast reaches of water or
It bas three hundred and twenty
Indian ~1llages, scattered here and there over the whole region of islands
and mamland: There are ~undreds of mining, fishing, manufacturing,
and other busmess enterprises of white settlers, many of whose establishments are large and have a great amount of capital invested in them.
There are less than a dozen miles of graded road in the Territory, and
.through most of the country a wagon-road is almost an impossibility.
As a matter of course our only resource for transportation and communication is by water.
With this condition of things, is it unreasonable for the civil government, which is charged with the responsibility of keeping the General
Government informed of the state of affairs in all this Territory, with
administering the laws, guarding and fostering all these important
business interests, preserving peace and tranquillity amoni the native
tribes who have been only partially brought out of their original barbarism and savagery, and generally representing the National Govervment itself among them-is it unreasonable for this civil government
to ask for a light-draught vessel, of perhaps a hundred tons capacity, to
be entirely under its control_, and for. its use, in the dis~barge of the
duties devolving upon its officers¥I believe there is no difference of opinion among residents within the
district and visitors who have given the matter consideration, that this
addition to the facilities for efficient administration of the government
is an absolute essential. It is generally supposed that legislation by
Congress, at least a special appropriation, is necessary for this purpose.
If so the people unite in requesting that this matter be laid before that
body for their consideration.
On the 30th day of June last there were eleven post-offices in the
Territory of Alaska, at eight of which there was regular mail service.
The Pacific Coast Steam-ship Company is under contract to deliver
semi-monthly mail at Loring, Wrangell, Juneau, Douglas Island, Killisnoo and Sitka. Their route of travel passes within about 7 mi1es
of Methakahtla, a village of about 1,000 people, with church, school'house, saw-mill, stores, etc. The natives of this village, to a considerable extent, are educated and speak the English language. The mail
contract does not require the steam ships to stop at Methakahtla,, and
the company very naturally declines to take the trouble, and a few
weeks ago the post-office, which had never been vi ited by au official
mail carrier, was discontinued. At Howkan and Klawak there is a
monthly mail, carried by a small boat from Wrangell. The post-of.fices at Afognak and Kodiak have received mails occasionally by the
favor of the Alaska Commercial Company, who have business establishments there. Aside from these places, the three hundred and
twenty village of the Territory are obliged to depend upon chance
ve sel , canoe , and private con,eyances for all the mail communicati u with one another and the ontside world. It i true, that the native popul, tion> generally, would not arnil them elves of mail facilities
if th y had them. But there are undoubted]y more than 10,000 people
wll d de ·ir to communicate with others by mail; and with fortyigh cllool in. . ion and more provided for the next year, the num• m1w t u e the mail i constantly increasiug.
lwr _f th_
1__1. with "I' a r lnctan e that I refer to the inadequacy of the mail
facI11t-i · a , · rd cl to th Dislrict of Alaska. Tlie governor's annual rep r · lia · r ·1 t dl ·alled attention to thi matter without avail and
wh •th I h p licy of n g1ect which has hitherto prevailed was the reby ~arr~n and impassable rocks.
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sult of inattention or reckless disregard of the remote province and her
people, it matter.s little. The. em ~arrassment and depressi?n of i~o~ation, to say nothmg of the ser10us 1_nterference w~th succ~ss m a~mnnstering the government an<l protectmg and fostermg the mdustr1es and
business enterprises of the country, are almost sufficient to prevent the
progress which the pessimistic carper asserts to be impossible.
That the mail service in the Territory will not at the present low rates
of postage and with all the official mail franke<_l pay the expense of carrying is no sufficient answer to complaints of neglect and · injustice.
Citizens should be accorded protection and safety without regard· to
cost. The efficiency of the Government and the laws should not be impaired by want of reasonable mail facilities. I do not believe that the
strictest economist would demand the deprivation of mail facilities to any
considerable section of the country which is inhabited and filled witll
business enterprises of importance and large capital, as Alaska is, or
where the protection·of the people and the successful administration of
the laws and the government depends so much upon information to be
derived in this way better than any other if he could be made to unaerstand the situation.
The people of Alaska are not excessive in their demands. They do
feel that a weekly mail to southeastern Alaska, in its present condition
of development, is not too much; that four mails per year, bimonthly
during the eight best months, ought to be provided from Sitka to
Ounalaska; that four mails should be regularly carried from Ouoalaska
to St. Michaels, and thence up the Yukon; that perhaps a winter mail
should be carried from Kodiak, across country, to the Yukon district.
The lease of the seal islarnls is about to expire, and a new lease will
undoubtedly soon be made to .t he Alaska Oommercial Company or ·
other parties. This company now bas business establishments which
require several visits of their vessels to diff~rent points, from Ounalaska to Prince Williarp Sound, during the spring and summer. It is
probable that some arrangement could be made by which at least four
of these vessels should go and return by way of Sitka, and carry
mails. If no arrangement of this sort is previously made, this service
should be included as one of the conditions of the contract or lease,
though a separate arrangement through the Post-Office Department
would be preferable.
Under the first contract to carry the mails from Port Townseud to
Sitka, each round trip cost the Government $9,000. Now each trip
costs less than $750. Those who are supposed to be well informed,
think that a large amount of local business would speedily be developed by a regular line of cpnveyance from Sitka to the westward and
that the amount of subsidy required to carry the mails would be re·
duced to a very small annual sum in a short time.
As an illustration of the embarrassment resulting from the lack of
mail facilities between Sitka and places to the westward, it is proper
to mention the following: The Territorial board of education meet at
Sitka in June and January. The reports and accounts of teachers
must be approved by _this board · before they will be allowed and paid ..
by the comrnissi~ner of education. Sending forward their reports at
the earhest possible moment after the close of their schools, June 1
the teachers to the westward can only get a hearing at the January
meeting of the board. If their reports and accounts are approved, the
hoard recommends to the commissioner of education that these
teacher~ be paid tlleir sa.laries ; and if everything is found complete
and satisfactory, and there is no slip of the mails, and if the teacher
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has not died in the mean time, he will -receive pay for bis services in a
little more than a year after his work is finished .
. Som~ time last Aug:ust_ a letter w~s. received from a missionary stationed m the Y ~1kon distrwt, complammg that there is urgent need of
an officer in that district who can administer oaths, and, in case of great
- emergency, order arrests and administer light punishments. With all
possible haste._ I issued to him a commission as justice of the peace.
That commission, however, is still in the mails, and he will not receive
it before July next, at the earliest. Then he should file his oath of office
with the secretary of the Territory, which will take some months more,
if no time is lost; and if he is qualified to act in his official capacity
under fifteen months from the time his letter of com.plaint was written,
there will be cause for congratulation.
These are not fanciful suppositions nor isolated instances, but illustrations from actual occurrences, and I sincerely hope t,he attention of
the proper department may be called to this subject a.nd that some
action may be speedily taken to remedy these evils.
IN CONCLUSION,

It seems anpropriate to briefly summarize the suggestions of the foregoing discuss_ion, which I c~nsider of the ~iP·he~t importance to ~he w:elfare of this Territory; and without determrnrng rn what cases leg1slat~on
is required to effect the desired re1,mlts, I recommend them to executive
and departmental consideration for such actiou as may be deemed wise
and expedient in the premises.
(1) Power should be conferred upon tlle govemo! of the _di t~ict to
appoint justices of the peace, _constables? and no~a~ies p~bl_IC, _wi_tliont
compensation except by fees, either de:tinmg the hunt f Jtm d1ct1 nor
leaving that matter to the joint discretion of the governor aD<l jn<lge
of the district; court.
(2) There should be provision f~r the exten ion ?f c modificatio~ of
the land laws to Alaska, so that t1tJes may be acqmr d by pre-emption,
or otherwise to homesteads, mill sites, small farms for agricultural and
horticultural purposes, and fo lo~. in town sit 'S; also for the as ignment in fee simple of lands, fisnmg ground , and town lot , to t,h e
natives without purchase.
(3) There should be provi ion for the purcha. e of timber, for lumber
and wood, upon the public lands, either l>y tumpage or otherwi e, so
that all persons may legally u e or ell lumber, woou, and manufactured products within or without the Territory, as they may find it convenient.
(4) Measures should be taken to regulate the fi heries in the di trict,
so that wa teful and unnece arily d tructive methods shall not be
employed, and that the right and proper privileges of the native , so
nece ary to their support and continued inuependence, shall not be
infringed upon.
(5) Government hospital , for tlte treatmeut of chronic and hereditary
di ea
among the native , honld be estabfo1hed and maintained at
place of convenient acce within tho Territory, with authority for the
retention of p tient until di charged by the ho pital physician .
(6) Ther ught to be at lea ta weekly mail ervice in Soutl1eastern
Ala ka and not le ' than four mails each way between Sitka and St.
:1i h, 1 , y w y of Ouuala ka and local point ' , <luring tho eight
month b t uit d for traveling in each year, with possibly a wintP-r
mail to the Yuko di trict overland from Kadack.
(7)
light-dr nght, rapid running, wooden-hull steamer of one bun-
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dred tons ·burden, with accommodations for twenty to twenty-five pas~
seng~rs, ought to be provided for the use of the civil government an~
put under the control of the governor, who is charged with the respon_s1bility of the enforcement of the laws and of looking after all the mterests of the Territor:v.
(8) A court-house sboulJ be built at Juneau, the principal town in
the Territory, where most of .the litigation arises, for the accommodation of the court and for offices of the Government located at that place.
(9) The laws of Oregon, which are declared to be the laws of Alaska
so far as they are applicable, are so ill adapted to the requirements of
this district, and so much uncertainty arises as to their applicability,
that it has become absolutely essential there be some modifications
thereof, especially as to the court methods and grand and petit juro!'s.
And to that end, it is recommended that a commission be appointed
to prepare a code for the consideration of Congress, short and simple
as possible, but comprehensive enough to meet the needs of the Territory, one member of the commission at least to be some good lawyer
who has had relations to the administration of the laws in the district.
(10) At least three additional deputy marshals should· be provided
for, to be located in the discretion of the marshal, and the·residence of
the U. S. commissioner, now located at Ounalaska, should be changed
to Unga, where lie would be of more service and equally accessible for
the Behring Sea region.
(11) I am strongly of the opinion, which is shared by all . thinking
people, that the isolated condition of this Territory, its large population, its extended area, with such a wonderful coast-line, its immense
business interests and more immense ur;developed resources, its already
great and rapidly-increasing shipping, and many other cqnsiderations,
demand some sort of representation in -congress. And- yet, in my
judgment, the time llas not arrived for a full Territorial organization
and government. It must also be admitted that au election would be
a farce of the most ludicrous character, and not to be recommended.
How, then, can representation be secured f 1'he Representative should
be one well informed as to the condition and needs of the district and its
people. He should reside there during the whole time that Uongress is
not in session. During the session, or at least a portion of each session, he shonld be within reach of committees, Senators, and members
who desire information. He should be empowered to officially represent
the district upon the floor of the House and in other ways as a Delegate
from a Territory.
It has been suggested, and ~here seems to be no serious objection to
it, that the governor of the district be required by law to be present at
each session of Congress and have the duties and privileges of a Delegate from a Territory. So far as his duties here are concerned there is no
obstacle. Business is largely suspended through the winter and traveling is out of the question, and his presence for a few months may,
without detriment, be dispensed with here. While at Washington he
might be of much service to the District and useful to Congress. But
it does not seem reasonable or just that he should be expected t9 go
there on a leave of absence to attend to the public business, neither is
it dignified for him to be banging about Congress as a lobbyist, nor to
be sub~ected to humiliating intimations that he is loafing and absent
from bis post of duty. He should go there, if at all, because the law requires him to do so as a part of his legitimate work.
LYMAN E. KNAPP,
To the PRESIDENT.
Governor .of Alaska.

APPENDIX.

OFFICE OF GENERAL AGENT OF EDUCATION IN ALASKA,
Sitka, Alaska, September 20, 1889.
HoN. AND DEAR SIR: In accordance with your request, I have the honor of submitting the following memoranda on education in Alaska for the year ending June
30, 1889.
,
There are in the District of Alaska 14 day-schools supported wholly by the Government, 4 boarding-schools aided by the Government, a.nd a number of mission schools
carried on by different religious societies. 'rhe day-schools report a total enrollment
of 1,040, and two of the boarding-schools 195. The other two boarding-schools are
so distant 1,hat they have not yet been heard from this season. It is estimated that
there are in Alaska 12,000 persons under twenty-one years of age; of these about
1,500 are in school.
The day-schools are located at Howkan, Metlakehtla, Klawock, Wrangell, Sitka,
Killisnoo, Juneau, Douglass, Haines, Kodiak, Afognak and Unga. The boardingschools are located at Sitka, Carmel on the Nushagak River, Bethel on the Kuskowin River and Anvik on the Yukon River.
The boardiug-school at Sitka is under the auspices of the Presbyterian Church,
Carmel and Bethel of the Moravian Church, and Anvik of the Protestant Episcopal
Churcl1. The school at Howkan, Miss Clara A. Gould teacher, had a total enrollment of 105; Metlakahtla, Wm. Duncan and native assistant teachers, 172; KJaw:ock, Mrs. M. L. Currie teacher, 39; Wrangell, Mrs .. Wm. ~- Thomas teacher, 9~;
Sitka No. 1 Miss M. Desha A. Kashevarof, and Miss Cassia Patton teachers, 67.
Sitka No. 2,' Miss V. Pak le teacher, 51; _Killisnoo, Miss ~ay Ran or_n teacher, ;2;
Juneau No. 1, Miss R. A. Lee teacher,.22; Juneau No. 2,. Miss A. R. J-~111 tearh~r, ..>8;
Douglass, Mrs. Anna R.. Moon, 94: Harnes, Dr. F. F. White, 12~; Kodrn,k_, W. E. Roscoe, 68; Afognak, J. A. Wirth, 55. The school at Unga wat:1 closed <l.unug the year
on account of the inability of the teacher to reach the place.
Tbe Industrial Boarding School at Sitka reports teachers and emp_loy~s: 13 white,
6 native, and 1 Russian; pnpils, 170; of 'Yho~ 106 were boys and 64 girls. Of the
boys 17 received instruction and . practice rn the shoe-S?OP, w!3ere they made
117 pairs of boys' nailed shoes, 93 pairs of sewed shoes, 'il7 paus. of girls' sewed,shoes,
9 pairs of fine-sewed shoes for teachers and others, 718 pairs of shoes half-soled, 327
pairs heeled, and 515 patched; 20 boys worked at the carpenter trade, erecting 4 •
houses, Lesiclcs repairing houses and furniture; 4 boys worked in the blacksmithshop, repairing pipe, stoves, machinery, etc. ; 6 boys have worked more or less in
the bakorv, making into good bread, ou an average, 900 pounds of flour per week;
several uoys have been employed in tbe steam laundry, where the washing averages
t,000 pieces per week. Last winter some of the boys lletted a fa,rge fishing seine;
others made soruo pieces of furniture, and one did a good job of coopering. From 25
to 30 of the Loya have received instruction in tho cornet band. Three of the boys are
ast, one at Mount Hermon, Mass., in training for mis ion work, and two at Captain
Pra.tt' Indian school, C:nH le, Pa., where th y are learnfog the tinsmith's and printer's trades. l! our of the girls of the school are under special instruction atNorthfielcl,
Ma. . The latter arc at the expense of Mr . Elliott F. heparcl, of Now York.
The chool ha al o in connection with it a, ho pital and a small illustrated monthly pap 'r e llecl the "North tar." Arrangements are under way for t,be establi bmcnt of a steam w-mill aud planer, also a cooper-shop, as a part of the regular
in<ln tri1• of th
hool.
Thi
bool h the large t plant ancl is doiug better work than any other school in
Al, kn.
.
Th , b _ai:cling- · h ol at _Anvik b ing 3, 4 miles from San Francisco, its :po t-offico,
and r<'ccn·_10•r nt n mail a y ar, ha not yet been heard from for this year's report.
'I h nm I trn of Beth I, whi h i 3,029 miles from an Francisco its p0 t-office
n111l h:i but u, mail
ar. Although Carmel the fourth contract' school is'> 90-.:2
mil from i po t-offi
n Francisco, y t, o,{.ing to th pa ing back and. f~rtl1 of
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the schooners in the employ of tho several salmon canneries in its neighborhood, it
has several mails during the summer. It roports a total enrollment of 25.
The Alaska Commercial Company, in accordance with its lease of the Seal Islands,
maintains a school l>oth at St. Paul and St. George. No reports received.
Tue Russian Government, through the medium of the Russo-Greek C4urch, is reported as having 17 parochial schools.
The Roman Catholic Church, with bishop's resideuco at Victoria, B. C., is_establishing schools at St. Michael, Kozyrof, near Leatherville, and at a point between
Anvik and Nulato, on tlie Yukon River. These are in charge of Jc1mit priests.
The Church Missionary Society, London, England, have a mission school at Nuklukahyet, on the Yukon River, in charge of Rev. and Mrs. T. H. Canham.
The Free Mission Society of Sweden has a mission school at Unalaklik, in charge of
Rev. Axel E. Karlson, and one at Yakutat, in charge ofRev.AlbinJohnson and Rev.
C. Hendrickson.
·
The Board of Home Missions of the Presbyterian Church has a school of 155 pupils
and a mission at Hoonah, in charge of Rev. John W. McFarland; a mission home at
Juneau, in charge of Rev. and Mrs. E. S. Willard and Miss E. Matthews, and a mission home at Howkan, in charge of Mrs. A. R. McFarland.
A new school-house was erect,ecl for Sitka School No. 2, and buildings were ordered
for Douglas City, Kodiak, Afognak and Kaduk.
I have recommeudecl to the hrmornhle the U. S. nommissioner of Education:
First. That arrangements sho-.l<l bo made enabling the general agent to visit the
schools in western Alaska.
Second. That a district superintendent should be appointed for the Sitka district.
Third. That Congress be askeu. to arrnuge a perma.nent fund for the Alaska schools.
Fourth. That Congress be asked to provide an obligatory-attendance law.
Fifth. 'fhat a small allowance bo allowed for the employment of native policemen,
whose dnty it shall Le to see that all the children are in school.
Sixth. That the honorable the Secretary of the Interior be requested to ask from
Congress for the ensuing year tho sum of $75,000 for the education of the children of
Alaska, without distiuction of race.
If you wish fuller information on any points rela,ting to education in Alaska it wiU
give me pleasure to supply it as well as I can.
With great respect, I remain yours truly,
SHELDON JACKSON,

Hen.

E. KNAPP,
Governor of Alaska

LY.MAN

U. S. General .Agent of Ed·ucation in .Alaska.

